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New Year and New Plans 
 

We always have our New Year’s resolutions. We list either bad things we want to stop doing, like  

eating, or good things we want to begin, like a diet. Well, that’s me at the moment.  

One great new idea is to read the Bible throughout the year. I love to hear the stories of church members 
who one year begin the task to find out it has been a joy. They love what they have learned. The reading of 
God’s word daily becomes such an important part of one’s life that it becomes hard to fathom not being in 
God’s word daily.  

The Bible is available to us in so many ways and is so easy to read and understand. It was not always like 
that? The Bible was written in three different languages. It was written on three different continents. It is 
non-linear, meaning that its books are not chronological. For hundreds of years, every word in the Bible was 
written in capital letters and everyone letter was side by side. There were no punctuation marks and vowels 
were omitted. If we looked a Genesis written in English, it would have started like this: NTHBGNN-
NGGDCRTDTHHVNSNDTHRTH 

In the 13th century, chapters were introduced by Stephen Langton, the Archbishop of Canterbury. Over the 
next 200 years the Bible was copied by hand. In 1448 Rabbi Nathan startled the world by breaking the Old 
Testament into verses. The New Testament was divided into numbered verses in 1551 by a French printer. 
He was doing a side by side three column translation when he got the idea. He was rushed for time, and 
some say he numbered the verses while riding on horseback from Paris to Lyons. This would explain the 
odd divisions because of the jostling of the horse. Regardless that is the basic verse layout we have today. 

The Bible was written from around 1700BC to about 100AD and has endured over 3000 years. Many 
scribes worked by candlelight and used quill pens to translate and copy it over and over. Finally, thanks to a 
Catholic archbishop, a Jewish rabbi and a Protestant printer, 
“NTHBGNNNGGDCRTDTHHVNSNDTHRTH” was turned into, “In the beginning God created the heav-
ens and the earth.” 

Today we take this marvelous book for granted. How amazing that God’s word is in our language, divided 
into books, chapters, verses, and has punctuation for easier reading. There are so many easy to read transla-
tions that are faithful to the original text. Let’s use this amazing resource and dig into God’s word in the new 
year.  

 

Blessings, 
Hale 
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