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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 
 

I write this Newsletter article today with a heavy heart for all who are experiencing pain regarding the church vote 
last night to disaffiliate from the UMC. The past 8 months we have had differences highlighted and exposed. No 
pastor would ever desire to see their church vote on any issue. Psalm 133:1 proclaims, “How good and pleasant it is 
when God’s people live together in unity!” A vote on an issue or issues is the opposite of unity. It is in times like 
these that the devil seeks to expose our differences and tear us apart.  

 

A vote in either direction does not exclude or include, it doesn’t not highlight or diminish, it simply states one’s 
opinion on the issue. All opinions are valuable and useful as we move forward. This church is a diverse group of 
people. The beauty of a diverse group is that when we band together, we strengthen one another’s weaknesses 
with our strengths. There is a theory, “wisdom of the crowd, which believes that the collective knowledge and  
opinions of a group are better at decision-making, problem-solving, and innovating than an individual.” As we go 
forward from the vote last night, let us go forward in unity of Christ’s purposes, let us go forward in mutual love,  
humility, gentleness and peace.  

 

The season of Lent is a time of repentance and turning toward God. I pray that over these days we seek a deeper 
and more personal relation with God and in our love for one another. Remember, God has chosen us and called us. 
Paul says in Colossians 3: 

 

“We are to cloth ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear 
with one another and to forgive as God forgave us. Paul says the love binds all together in perfect 
unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace. Let us in prayer and devotion to God during this season of Lent seek to love and live as 
Christ calls us.” 

 

Our diversity strengthens us as a body of believers and together we weave a tapestry of love and grace. Where do 
we go from here? We head into the future with our eyes focused on Jesus. We go forward to love God and one  
another. We go forward to continue the mission, vision, and purpose of this church as we welcome people to 
Christ, grow in our relationship with God, and love others through service. 
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