
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit 96 

Savannah GA 

December 2022 Skidaway Island United Methodist Church 
54 Diamond Causeway 
Savannah, GA 31411 
912-598-8460 
www.siumc.org 

Loving Others Through Service 

 

 

What Does Next Year Look Like? 

Advent has begun and with it a new year in the church calendar. Also, 2022  is rapidly ending as we look  

toward 2023. I came across the so-called predictions of Nostradamus, that predict it could be bleak. Economic crisis, 
aberrant social-political slippages, hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions, so nothing new.  
Nostradamus thought 2023 meant a new era, not necessarily the end, but a fundamental transformation of the world 
we live in. A rebirth of humankind on a new spiritual level. This is something that we can hope for at least. 

 

Throughout history I think the predictions have often been worse than the reality and is every generation has faced 
challenges of its own. Next year will likely be much the same as this year. There will be joys and losses, victories and 
defeats, triumph, and tragedy as in every year.  

 

The last few years have been difficult, but we have had wonderful things happen as well. In my 41/2 years here we 
have seen; called General Conference of the UMC, a worldwide pandemic, the cancellation of General Conference 3 
times, and as one news outlet called it a slow schism of the UMC. All these events leave us concerned about what the 
future holds. 

 

I don’t have the answers but there are some things I know. SIUMC has amazing members. Over the years you have 
provided a beautiful campus, started various ministries to reach out to those in need, supported numerous mission 
projects, and are dedicated to changing lives. Regardless of any changes that may or may not come, I believe that we 
still hold strong to our mission, vision, and core values. That is what defines us as a church. 

 

Next year and for years to come we will continue welcoming people to Christ. We will continue to seek to grow in 
our relationship with God. We will love others and seek to serve them in ways that allow them to see the love of 
Christ in each of us. We will at our core be a church based on love, faith, prayer, and service. We will continue with 
our vision to change lives with Christ. 

 

I know that we face the unknown in the year to come but we also move forward with what we know. We know each 
other and we know that together we can continue to make a difference. We have worshipped side by side, we have 
overcome great obstacles, and my prayer is that we continue in 2023 and beyond. You are the difference in SIUMC 
and with you the future is bright whatever 
comes our way. 
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