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A Message from Hale
Over the past few years, I have been working with wood. I might add that I have produced copious amounts of sawdust
in the process. Making cutting boards of various types and sizes has been a real enjoyable thing for me lately. One of the
most durable and favored types of cutting board is known as an end grain cutting board. These cutting boards are heirlooms and last for generations.

Rev. Hale Bishop
Senior Pastor
Hale@siumc.org
C: (912) 800-5345
Michelle Johnson
Director of Education
Michelle@siumc.org

Rev. Rob Grotheer
Debbie Platt
Associate Pastor
Office Coordinator
Rob@siumc.org
Office@siumc.org
C: (912) 658-9765
Meghan Smith
Emma Johnston
Paul Chant
Communications
Youth and Children’s
Director of Music
Coordinator
Ministry
Ministries
Publish@siumc.org
Emma@siumc.org
Paul@siumc.org

Loving Others Through Service

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER

To make them even more special I like to use various types of wood. The strips are laid
side by side and then after gluing and much sanding they are crosscut and reassembled
alternating every row and glued again. This produces a checkerboard pattern as well as
other patterns such as chevron and even 3d renderings. The entire process is lengthy and
very soothing. I have in the process also found a parable in the construction of these
cutting boards.
The cutting boards are made beautiful by putting together different types of wood. Often the most dramatically different
creates the most beautiful boards. I have found in my years as a pastor that our churches are full of quite different people. Yet as we come together, we can do beautiful and wonderful things in the name of Jesus. In working with wood, the
glue is what holds everything together. In the church it is our love of God and mankind that brings together different persons to work together and do more than we could ever do on our own.
This same principle is found in marriage as well. Often, we are quite different and sometimes even opposites. The different temperaments and qualities of each person in a marriage can make the couple a formidable team. Our strengths enhance one another.
Another analogy in making cutting boards is that sometimes the beauty and uniqueness of these boards renders them as
showpieces rather than actual cutting boards. I was showing one to my mother and she said she would be afraid to use
it. Again the church is a might strong force in our world. But it is only strong if we actually do something.
Remember the recent sermon where I said that being a Christian or a disciple of Christ is not about our profession but
possession. We must be active in our life and walk with Christ. We need to be possessed by the Holy Spirit to drive us
toward being more like Christ in our life and actions. Otherwise we can become less useful rather than more useful in
changing the world with Christ.
Let us remember that we can come together to make something more beautiful and more useful. We can be stronger
together and achieve greater things if we unite even in our differences.
Blessings,
Hale

