Skidaway Island United Methodist Church
54 Diamond Causeway
Savannah, GA 31411
912-598-8460
www.siumc.org

August 2022

Non-Profit
US Postage
PAID
Permit 96
Savannah GA

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

What We Believe
During these times of uncertainty, it seems important to remember what we believe. So
much in the structure of the church, the conferences, councils, agencies, bishops, laity,
ministers, and ministries are difficult to understand and fully comprehend. So, let’s keep it
as simple as possible.
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Loving Others Through Service

I looked at Encyclopedia Britannica for Kids and under Methodist Beliefs I found great
information.
Like all Christians we believe in the Trinity (three). The idea that the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit are united in one God.
We believe that the Bible provides the only guide to belief and practice.
Our roots are traced back to the Roman Catholic Church.
We believe in two sacraments, baptism, and Holy Communion.
Methodists believe that people should have a personal relationship with God that transforms their lives.
Methodists have a concern for people in society who need help.

We believe that faith in God should lead people into service for others.
John Wesley is our founder as many of you know and his brother Charles a prolific song writer was also a tremendous
part of the ministry. When we look at Wesley’s focus it was upon the doctrine of salvation and the relationship between
grace, faith, and holiness of heart.
A summation of the core teachings:
First, the doctrine of original sin and our inability as humans to save ourselves no matter how virtuous our life and
works. Wesley rejected notions of election, predestination, and irresistible grace as matters of opinion. He
followed St. Paul’s teachings in Galatians and Romans on sin and justification. The grace of God is freely available
to all who hear the gospel, repent, and believe. Grace precedes faith so the choice to believe is free and uncoerced.
Second, Wesley taught that salvation, or justification comes by faith alone. No one can do enough righteous works to
merit salvation. Faith alone in God’s infinite mercy and grace. Not just a cognitive assent, but a heartfelt trust in
Christ to forgive and confidence that God saves those who truly believe.
Third, Wesley taught that genuine faith produces inward as well as outward holiness. The change within a person
cannot help but find expression in improved outward moral character. As Dave Hanson told us even though we
are unable to be perfect, God calls us to be perfect. We are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and
strength, and love our neighbor as self (Mt. 22:34-40).
Let us always remember who we are and know that as we go through anything that life presents us the core of our
beliefs will always remain true.
Blessings,
Hale

