
A MESSAGE OF UNIFICATION TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY


	 As we continue to debate, discuss, pray and worry over this looming issue of 
disaffiliation, there is one thing that we can all agree on that unites us.  That one thing is the 
love we have for each other, Skidaway Island United Methodist Church, and our Lord.  As a 
congregation, we have been mightily blessed by our past and present pastoral leadership and 
staff here, as well as by the leadership exhibited by the hierarchy of our district/conference.  
We have all been working together for the past 40 years and we have grown into a loving family 
in Christ.


	 But, there is change in the wind. The Book of Discipline of the UMC, which has always 
been the framework of how the UMC has been organized, is now being disregarded by some in 
the wider church.  The UMC of 40-50 years ago has been quietly changing.  When the Book of 
Discipline is no longer being followed, anything can happen.


	 It is clear that we at SIUMC are suffering from the uncertainty created by this 
circumstance. It is important to point out though, that this whole process gives us a unique and 
privileged opportunity.  Having experienced a similar situation in our former church in New 
York, my wife and I look back on this period of time as a period of tremendous growth in our 
faith.  It forced us and directed us into situations that were initially uncomfortable and 
unfamiliar.  As we look back on these times, however, we can see the Hand Of God was 
leading us and directing us to the path that we should take.  Ultimately, we experienced our 
greatest growth as Christians through those dark times.  If we sincerely, honestly and 
prayerfully ask God for His guidance in our present circumstance, there is every confidence to 
believe and expect that the same will happen for each of us individually and for our church 
family collectively!


	 We need to put aside the issues that divide us and take a leap of faith that leaving the 
UMC is the only way we can continue to be who we are into the future.  We must not forget 
that God is in control and we have to put our trust and faith in Him who is unchangeable, not in 
a system that is changing towards what may or may not reflect our belief in our Biblical 
heritage.


	 As we all dig deeper into this process with integrity and honesty, we need to become 
bridge builders, not trench makers.  We need to build on the one thing that we can all agree on:  
We love this church!  Let us work together to build the bridge that Christ would have us walk 
over to a bright and promising future.
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